
LAND CODE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Tahltans have been asking questions about Land Code. We have answers. 

What is the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management? 

The Framework Agreement is a government-to-government agreement signed in 1996 by First Nations 

and Canada. It is an initiative to opt out of the land management sections of the Indian Act and take over 

responsibility for the day-to-day management of reserve lands and resources. It is the Framework Agreement 

that is actively being implemented by First Nations and Canada. As a result of the Framework Agreement, 

more than 70 First Nations have implemented their own Land Codes. 

Is Land Code the same thing as Treaty? 

No, not at all. Developing a Land Code isn’t part of a Treaty and only deals with reserve lands. Having a Land 

Code is an option available to First Nations who want the ability to govern their reserve lands and resources 

according to their own laws by removing the day-to-day decision-making authority of the government over 

those lands. The Framework Agreement states “The Framework Agreement is not a treaty and does not 

affect treaty rights or other constitutional rights of the First Nations”. 

Would Land Code impact Tahltan Rights and Title? 

Land Code will not impact Tahltan Rights and Title. The Framework Agreement ensures that the status of 

reserve lands does not change when Land Code takes effect. If Tahltan Band and/or Iskut Band implement 

their own Land Codes, Tahltan Central Government will continue to assert Tahltan Rights and Title 

throughout our territory.  

How does Land Code work with what Tahltan Central Government (TCG) is doing?

The focus of TCG’s work is to advance and protect Tahltan title and rights throughout the territory, and is 

playing an active role in lands management on the land, except for on reserve lands. Under Land Code, it is 

the Band’s responsibility for managing reserve lands and resources. This is because Land Code only applies 

on reserve.

Is Land Code a land surrender?

Land surrenders are prohibited under the Framework Agreement. This process is about Tahltan Band 

and Iskut Band taking control of the day-to-day management of reserve lands, not surrendering it to other 

parties. Under Land Code the reserve land base can never shrink. 
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Do our lands fall under provincial jurisdiction if we pass a Land Code?

No, if our communities decide to implement our Land Codes, reserve lands and resources will not come 

under the jurisdiction of provinces nor does this give the province more authority over our reserve lands. The 

status of reserve lands under the Indian Act does not change after Land Code. 

Is industry and government pressuring us to develop a Land Code?

Industry and government are not pressuring Tahltan Band and Iskut Band to develop a Land Code. 

Becoming a signatory of the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management is a decision made 

by the communities. Both Tahltan Band Council and Iskut Band Council passed a Band Council Resolution 

opting into this process and to begin the development our own Land Code.

What does Canada get out of a First Nation Developing and implementing their own  
Land Code? 

Canada does not receive anything out of this process. This is a First Nations driven initiative that began with 

14 First Nations singing the Framework Agreement.  

Why have some First Nations voted no to Land Code?

In order for a Land Code to come into effect, at least 25% + 1 of all eligible voters in the community must 

vote in favour. To meet this threshold, a large number of members - voting yes or no – need to participate. 

Most of the communities whose Land Codes have resulted in a NO vote is because not enough members 

turned out to participate. This is why it is so important for members to participate in meetings, ask questions, 

and get the information they need before the vote.

Are there risks to implementing a Land Code?

Yes, there are two main risks to implementing your own Land Code. 1) Once the Land Code takes effect, 

the First Nation is fully responsible for the environmental management of their reserve lands, including any 

environmental issues that occur after the Land Code takes effect. However, the federal government will 

continue to be responsible for any environmental issue before the effective date of the Land Code. To ensure 

they are accountable, an environmental assessment is completed of all the reserve lands before the vote and 

identified in the Individual Agreement. 2) After implementing a Land Code First Nations cannot go back to 

managing reserve lands under the Indian Act, so we must be ready to take on this responsibility.


